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BUS BACK 


‘Lion King’ returns to Baltimore with Hippodrome run A&E 


Trump administration’s move to end protected 
status for Nicaraguan immigrants has Maryland’s 
Salvadoran community afraid they sales be next 
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KENNETH K. LAM/BALTIMORE SUN 
Roxana Rodas holds her sleepy 3-year-old son, Brandon. Rodas came from El Salvador in 2000 and has been living in Maryland under 


Temporary Protected Status, but the Trump administration might revoke that status for people from her native land. 


Fearful of 
the future 


By JOHN FRITZE | The Baltimore Sun 


WASHINGTON 
oxana Rodas was living in the 
United States 16 years ago when a 
series of earthquakes struck her 
native El Salvador. 

She didn’t feel the ground shake, but the 
turmoil in her homeland still changed her 
life. 

As aftershocks rocked the Central Ameri- 
can country, President George W. Bush’s 
administration granted Salvadorans a short- 
term haven in the United States, allowing 
them to stay under Temporary Protected 
Status designation. 

Now members of that community — 
including thousands who, like Rodas, set- 
tled in Maryland after entering the country 
illegally — fear the Trump administration is 


“It’s a relief 
to be here, 
and it’s a 
relief I 
never felt in 
El Salvador.” 


Roxana Rodas 


preparing to revoke that status next year 
and bring their “temporary” stay to an end. 

“It’s a relief to be here, and it’s a relief I 
never felt in El Salvador,” Rodas, a 43-year- 
old mother of three in Baltimore County, 
told The Baltimore Sun through an inter- 
preter. “But now, I’m very nervous and very 
scared.” 

Nearly 437,000 foreign nationals are 
benefiting from Temporary Protected Stat- 
us, or TPS. The 27-year-old program, 
approved by a Democratic Congress and 
signed into law by Republican President 
George HW. Bush, shields eligible immi- 
grants from deportation during periods of 
conflict or national disaster in their home 
countries. 

See TEMPORARY, page 18 


ison INVESTIGATES 


Gun 


arrests 
decline 
In city 


force after officers’ 
indictments is factor 


By LUKE BROADWATER 
AND KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


The corruption indictments this year 
against Baltimore’s elite Gun Trace Task 
Force have produced an unintended — and 
undesirable — consequence: a major de- 
cline in gun arrests in the city. 

As Baltimore struggles under surging 
gun violence, gun arrests are down 25 
percent from last year. 

Much of the decline has come from the 
Police Department’s operational intelli- 
gence division, of which the task force was a 
part. The division has made 277 fewer gun 
arrests this year, a 67 
percent drop. Police 
spokesman T.J. Smith 
said the dissolution of the 
task force in March has 
been a factor. 

The end to “their 
methodology of work cer- 
tainly has contributed toa 
decline in gun arrests,” 
Smith said. But he added 
that some of the suc- 
cesses claimed by the unit “might not have 
been lawful arrests.” 

The task force was entrusted with a job 
that Police Commissioner Kevin Davis 
described as a key to quelling the city’s 
historic violence: getting illegal guns out of 
the hands of trigger-pullers. 

A federal grand jury indicted seven 
members on racketeering and other 
charges in March and an eighth member in 
August. The officers are accused of robbing 
suspects and law-abiding citizens, filing 
false court paperwork to cover their tracks 
and committing overtime fraud. 

Four have pleaded guilty. Four are 
fighting the charges. 

With the indictments, the task force was 
disbanded. Davis redirected resources away 
See GUNS, page 24 
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VETERANS DAY: In the Baltimore region 
and across the country, veterans were the 
focus Saturday. In Britain, Armistice Day also 


THE NEWS 


marked the anniversary of the end of World 


War I. NEWS PGS 2, 12, 17 


By MEREDITH COHN 


The Baltimore Sun 


NATION 


Over lunch years ago, a man who ran a 


TRUMP VS. PUTIN: President Donald 
Trump said Saturday that he discussed 
allegations of Russian meddling in the US. 
election with President Vladimir Putin and 
declined to challenge Putin when he denied 
interfering in the contest between Trump 
and Hillary Clinton. NEWS PG6 
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Cloudy, rain possible Monday SPORTS PG 12 


successful marijuana business in California 
complained to his friend Arnold Heckman 
about how hard it was to find the right 
packaging materials. 

Heckman thought the answer was sim- 
ple: “It seems like you could just go offshore 
and have what you want made.” 

His friend replied: “Why don’t you go 
offshore and have what I want made, and 
Tl buy it from you?” 

That conversation years ago was the 
beginnings of Cannaline, which sells cus- 
tom bags and jars and other containers from 
its Elkridge headquarters to marijuana 
retailers in states where the drug is legal. 

Now Heckman is poised to take advan- 
tage of business in his own backyard. 


Maryland is licensing 15 growers, 15 
processors and 102 dispensaries for the 
launch of the medical marijuana industry. 
Cannaline represents the next tier: the 
firms to be started or expanded to support 
the trade. 
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Economy may get a marijuana lift 


Medical cannabis industry 
could aid everyone from 
scientists to T-shirt makers 


KIM HAIRSTON/BALTIMORE SUN 
Arnold Heckman stands near a display of custom jars his Elkridge company, Cannaline, 
supplies to the marijuana industry. 


Analysts don’t expect marijuana to rival 
the state’s biggest industries, but say it could 
provide thousands of direct and indirect 
jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in 
economic activity. 

See MARIJUANA, page 17 
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